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Background Notes
     These lyrics belong to a rather small category of hymns which set forth various 
stages in the life of Christ in successive stanzas, making them suitable for almost any 
season of the church year. The author, Louis Benson, was the editor of the first hymnal 
of the Presbyterian Church USA, in 1895, and the author of The Hymnody of the 
Christian Church, and Studies in Hymns. The text has often been sung to the old 
English/Irish melody arranged as a hymn tune by Vaughan Williams under the name 
Kingsfold. This new melody and arrangement is by German-born California composer 
Lothar Bandermann. For his biography and other choral works, visit the publisher's 
Internet site at <cantusquercus.com>.
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